THE EINSTEIN THEORY
accelerated movement; the velocity increases in equal degrees in equal consecutive divisions of time at a rate that in this country. gives the velocity attained at the end of a second as 981 centimeters (32.2 feet) . per second. The number 981 defines the " acceleration in the field of gravitation," and this field is fully characterized by that single number; with its help we can also calculate the movement of an object hurled out in an arbitrary direction. In order to measure the acceleration we let the body drop alongside of a vertical measure set solidly on the ground; on this scale we read at every moment the figure that indicates the height, the only co-ordinate that is of importance in this
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